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William Wordsworth
Perhaps the most famous of the Romantic poets is William Wordsworth. 
He is credited with having written both iconic Romantic poems and a 
‘manifesto’ of Romantic poetry.  
He was one of the ‘first generation’ Romantic poets and of the ‘Lake Poets’.

REAd ImAGES Look at the photograph and describe what  
you can see. 

1

I wandered lonely as a cloud (1804)

(1770-1850)

UNdERSTANd GIST The poem by Wordsworth you are going 
to read is called I wandered lonely as a cloud.  
The speaker is walking in the countryside in the Lake District 
(North-West England) when he sees a scene like the one 
above. What feelings does the scene arouse in the speaker? 
How do you know? 

2

 FLIP yoUR LEARNING  

Wordsworth and his poetry 
are closely associated with 
the Lake District in the UK. 
Watch a short documentary 
to learn more about the 
area and Wordsworth.

WEB TV - The Landscapes 
of Wordsworth

Documentary
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UNdERSTANd coNTENT ANd LAyoUT 
A. What kind of stanza is used? How many stanzas are there? 
B. Put these sentences which describe the content in the correct order. Give line references.

 The flowers were blown by the light wind and seemed to be dancing.  
 The flowers made the poet feel happy.  
 The lake had waves on the surface and also seemed to dance in the breeze.  
 Now when the poet relaxes or meditates on his sofa, he remembers the daffodils.   
 The flowers were even more joyous than the waves.  
 The memory of the flowers fills his heart with joy once more.  
 Suddenly he saw a huge number of daffodils.  

1  The poet was walking alone in the countryside.  1-2
 The flowers were in a long line around a bay on the lake.  
  When he looked at the flowers, the poet didn’t really know how much joy   
the flowers would give him.  

 There were so many flowers it was impossible to count them.  
 The flowers were under some trees near a lake.  
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I wandered1 lonely as a cloud
That floats2 on high o’er vales3 and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host4 of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering5 and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way6,
They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
Tossing7 their heads in sprightly8 dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did9 the sparkling waves in glee10:
A poet could not but be gay,
In such a jocund company;
I gazed11 — and gazed — but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:

For oft12, when on my couch13 I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward14 eye
Which is the bliss15 of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

william wordsworth

I wandered lonely as a cloud
from Collected Poems (1815)

cd 2.03
mp3 034

1. wandered: walk without a destination 
(vagabondavo).

2. floats: moves gently and slowly (fluttua).
3. o’er vales: ‘over valleys’ (sopra valli).
4. host: multitude (schiera).
5. Fluttering: moving quickly and 

irregularly (svolazzando).
6. milky way: pale band of light consisting 

of many stars (Via Lattea).
7. Tossing: throwing back (scuotendo 

all’indietro).
8. sprightly: lively and energetic (festosa).
9. Out-did: surpassed (superavano).
10. glee: joy (gioia).
11. I gazed: I looked for a long time (guardavo 

a lungo fissamente).
12. oft: often.
13. couch: sofa (divano).
14. inward: interior, mental (interiore).
15. bliss: ecstasy (beatitudine, felicità).
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ANALySE SoUNd ANd LANGUAGE 
A. Work out the rhyme scheme and say how it complements the layout. 
B. Which of these characteristics of the daffodils seem to strike the poet? Justify your answer.

their perfume   the affect they have on his feelings   how they feel when he touches them    
their colour and the effects of the light   how unusual they are   their movement   their number  

c. Find examples of simile, metaphor and personification. What do the figures of speech add to 
the description of the flowers? 

4

INTERPRET Read the Culture Box on the next pages and then relate what you have learned about 
the Preface to the poem I wandered lonely as a cloud by completing the table.

5

Preface I wandered lonely… Explanation

“The principal object […] was to 
choose incidents and situations 
from common life […] rustic life 
was generally chosen”

The poetic voice recounts an 
ordinary walk in the Lake District 
— an incident from common life.

“Beside the lake, beneath the 
trees, […] They stretched in  
never-ending line […] Along the 
margin of a bay”

Although there are figures of 
speech, the language of the poem is 
comprehensible and not complex.

“…throw over them a certain 
colouring of imagination, whereby 
ordinary things should be presented 
to the mind in an unusual aspect”

Thanks to the poet’s imagination, 
the host of flowers are personified 
and seem like joyful dancers.

“What is a Poet? […] a man 
[…] endowed with more lively 
sensibility, more enthusiasm, […] 
delighting to contemplate […] the 
goings-on of the Universe”

It is the poet, not just any man, 
who is able to contemplate and 
see the unusual in the ordinary and 
who is affected by such visions.

“To these qualities he has added 
a disposition to be affected more 
than other men by absent things 
as if they were present.”

“When on my couch I lie / … They 
flash upon that inward eye / Which 
is the bliss of solitude”

“it [poetry] takes its origin from 
emotion recollected in tranquillity: 
the emotion is contemplated till, [...] 
the tranquillity gradually disappears, 
and an emotion, kindred to that 
which was before the subject of 
contemplation, is gradually produced.”

The final stanza of the poem seems 
to describe the creative process in 
action — after the original experience 
of seeing the daffodils, the poet 
recollects the incident in tranquillity 
and a new emotion is born. In this 
state composition can begin.
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