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Young people’s 
rights and dutiesStep 4

1  speaking  At what age can you 
drive cars in your country? 
At what age do you think 
you should be able to? Why? 
Discuss in pairs, then refer to 
the class. You can talk about: 

 •  the risks of young people 
driving (e.g. they want to 
impress their friends and will 
take more risks);

 •  the benefits of young people 
driving (e.g. their parents 
don’t have to drive them 
everywhere).

The age at which you can drive a car depends on where 
you live. In most countries, there are two types of driving 
licences: learner’s licences and |0|  . 

The difference is that with a learner’s licence, you can only drive 
if someone |1|  (like a parent) is also in the car. 
Generally, big countries where more people drive have lower age 
limits. In the American state of Kansas, for example, you can drive 
with supervision when you are only |2|   , while you 
can drive without any limits when you are 16. This is because Kansas 
is very large and rural, so there is often no alternative to driving. 
In other, smaller states, like Massachusetts, you can get a learner’s 
licence at 16 and a full licence only |3|  later. 
Within Europe, minimum driving ages don’t change much between 

different countries. In Italy and Germany there are the same 
rules: you can get a |4|  at 17, but you have 
to wait until you are 18 to get a full licence.  
The |5|  is an exception: here, you can  
get a full driving licence when you are 17. In the  
|6|  , the driving age depends on the state. 
Many experts say that you should have to wait even longer 
before getting a driving licence, because your brain is not 
completely developed until you are 21 or even 22 years old. 
This means that if you are younger, you are more likely to 
cause an |7|  when you are driving. 

full licences

2   Read the following text about driving ages around the world and 
write the missing words in the gaps. 

full  licences

Drinking

Country Minimum age for 
learner’s licence

Minimum age  
for full licence

Italy 17 18

United Kingdom 17 17

Australia 16 18

United States 
(Kansas)

14 16

United States 
(Massachusetts)

16 16 and 6 months

Germany 17 18

canada 14 16

Driving

but I think that 
you should be 

allowed to drive 
at...

You can drive  
cars at...

I do not agree, 
because...
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3 Read the text again and tick true or False.

1 Big countries usually have lower age limits than small countries. t   F

2 In some states of the United States you can get a learner’s licence when you are 14. t   F

3 There are very big differences between the driving laws of European countries. t   F

4 In the UK you can drive alone at an earlier age than in Italy. t   F

5 According to experts, young people are more likely to cause accidents. t   F

4 Read the following text about the drinking age.

The drinking age is the age at which you can drink beer, wine, 
and liquor. It exists to protect children and teenagers from 
the harmful effects of alcohol. In most European countries, 

like Italy, Spain, and France, you can drink alone if you are 18 years 
old or above. However, in some countries, like Germany and Denmark, 
you can drink beer when you are 16. The reason for this is that beer 
contains less alcohol than most other alcoholic drinks. In fact, in 
most European countries, it is legal to drink alcohol at any age… but 
only with your parents!
On the other hand, most states in the United States have a minimum 
drinking age of 21 for anything that contains alcohol, including wine 
and beer. 
This is enforced very strictly: if you are caught trying to buy alcohol 
and you are younger than 21, you can receive a large fine – or even 
time in jail. The reason for this is that, in the 1930s, drinking alcohol 
was completely banned in the United States. When it was allowed 
again, very strict laws were introduced – including the 21-year age 
limit.

5 tick true or False. 

1 The drinking age is the age at which you can drink alcoholic drinks. t   F

2 In Italy, you can only drink if you’re 21 or above. t   F

3 Beer has less alcohol than other alcoholic drinks. t   F

4 In Denmark, you can drink beer even if you’re only 16. t   F

5 In most of Europe, you can drink alcohol at 14 if you’re with your parents. t   F

6 In the United States, you can only drink if you’re 21 or older. t   F

7 The drinking age in the United States is not really enforced by the police. t   F

8 The drinking age in the United States is so high because of historical reasons. t   F   

Drinking

Driving
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